
Morse code has passed its usefulness as a gateway element in the Amateur Radio 
licensing process.  It does not assure higher quality operators, evidenced by 
the number of �problem� amateurs of higher license classes.  It blocks entry of 
potentially valuable members of our service.  And its elimination for the 
Technician Class license in 1991 did not flood the service with poorly trained 
and badly motivated hams.  I have met many new no-code amateurs who have been a 
tremendous asset, and who waited for the advent of the no-code license to become 
licensed hams. 
 
The most compelling argument for retaining the Morse requirement � that it is 
the best mode for passing urgent communications under adverse conditions using 
simple equipment � is true.  However, it is mitigated by fact that the 
requirement does not result in a large cadre of volunteers using cw to handle 
emergency communications.  The real result is a lack of operators being 
available to handle HF communications using any mode.  The usefulness of the 
large influx of eager Technician Class hams has been limited by their inability 
to operate on the HF bands.  We have had a particular problem staffing the North 
Carolina State EOC Amateur Radio station during disasters, as our most 
enthusiastic and available volunteers tend to be newer Technician Class hams.   
 
In addition, in my 14 years of experience working with emergency communications 
through North Carolina Emergency Management and the Amateur Radio Emergency 
Service, I have seen very few times when operators on the HF networks resorted 
to cw to complete communications.  There were times when they could have, and 
perhaps should have, but generally they did not.  The requirement to learn the 
code for licensing did not guarantee that the skills were still available when 
they might have been useful.  An enforced requirement that the skills be 
maintained would effectively eliminate many of the few volunteers who actually 
participate in emergency communications.  Those remaining would not be numerous 
enough to handle the task. 
 
I favor eliminating the Morse requirement for the Amateur Extra Class license as 
well, but I also see some value in retaining a vestige of this important part of 
our history and culture for those who wish to achieve the highest-class license 
with its limited additional privileges.   


